
NEWPORT BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 6, 2017 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT – Penny Frownfelter, John McNaughton, Gerald Robinson, and Harry Fahnestock 

OTHERS PRESENT – Adam Britcher (Solicitor), Robert Hasemeier (Engineer) and Dean Miller (Operations Manager) 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER – by Chairwoman Penny Frownfelter at 7:00 P.M. 

PUBLIC COMMENT –  

1. Wendy Campbell received a certified letter regarding having 30 days to install a meter.  Fahnestock stated that 

the pit and meter was purchased for the property two years ago but was not installed because the property 

owners could not afford to pay for the equipment. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT – Robert Hasemeier 

2. Well 10 & 14 NPDES permit – It is currently being circulated for a 30-day posting.  After the review period DEP 

will issue the permit and the Authority will need to comply with their requirements, which will include a meter 

to record overflow and an extension on the overflow pipe.  A plan of action will be presented at the next Board 

meeting and the work will be completed within 3 to 4 weeks after the permit is received.  The SRBC report is due 

in 2021, Miller and Hasemeier met with them at their office to start the process. 

3. Chemical feed permit – Miller responded to DEP that we will report back to them within a couple of months.  An 

application fee is needed to complete the permit process.   

Motion to approve payment of the permit application fee up to $500 moved by McNaughton, seconded by 

Fahnestock.  All in favor. 

4. 5th St project – Brath and Hasemeier met to finish up the details.  Do we want this done as a joint project with 

Sewer and the Borough, with one contractor?  The Sewer Authority has expressed concern regarding the 

decision-making process, if the project is done jointly. 

5. Standards for Rules and Regs – Miller and Hasemeier will create a meter specification and finish other details to 

complete the appendix. 

6. PRWA meter financing – Still waiting for the 2016 audit. 

7. Buffalo Crossing – An Application to Connect was provided to them by Hasemeier.  Miller and Hasemeier had a 

conversation with Adam Davis, to discuss fire flow and water needs, and let him know that the Board wants the 

developer to pay for this.  They also talked with him about redoing the water modeling since they have 8-inch 

pipe and not the 12-inch pipe needed to match up with the existing pipe.  Also, they have been talking with 

property owners, indicating that they need a 12-inch pipe to connect with the pipe from Howe Dam.  The other 

owner has not been very receptive to having a pipe on their property and Hasemeier is requesting assistance 

from the Board to obtain easements.  Fahnestock will meet with Hasemeier and Davis to show them where the 

easements were planned. 

OPERATIONAL REPORT – Dean Miller 

1. Update 5th/6th/Fickes – A second auto flusher has been deployed, specifically focusing on Fickes.  There have 

been no customer complaints since it was put in place.  School has started, which helps keeping the pipes 

flushed out, however when the weather gets cold, the auto flushers will need to be removed. 

2. River Plant operation – Operation of the membrane plant continues to go well and the quantity of water 

processed is being increased.  Over two million gallons of water have been put into the system in July and 

August, which is fortunate since two wells are currently down.    



3. Well 14 pump replacement – Three quotes have been received, which were reviewed by Hasemeier and 

Britcher.  $8,973.27 of the expense was paid for with the remainder of the funds in the Capital Project Account. 

4. Access certified letters – In the past 30 days, six certified letters have been sent to property owners regarding 

broken and missing meters or access to water shut off.  One letter has reached the 30-day cut off with no 

response.  As we read the meters every month, we are noting which are not functioning properly or require 

access.  In keeping with the guidelines in the new Rules and Regulations, we are following up with a Certified 

Letter.  Most of these are found due to unpaid bills resulting in shut off notice.  Perry Manor called Robinson to 

complain that the meters were paid for by them, put in 3 years ago, and have already malfunctioned twice.  Pit 

number 1 and 3 do not work and a Certified Letter was sent letting them know that they are responsible for 

purchasing replacement meters.  Miller will contact the manufacturer of the meters.  The Board discussed 

whether customers should be allowed to replace meters or if it would be best to have the Authority replace 

meters and bill the customer.  If water needs to be turned off at the curb stop, customers will need to contact us 

prior to meter replacement, but in most cases water can be turned off in the basement 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Adam Britcher 

1. Liens/Sheriff Sales – None are scheduled for the month of September. 

2. Rules and Regs – Nothing new to report. 

3. 311/313 Walnut St – Britcher’s recommendation is to petition the court to grant an injunctive relief to access 

the property.  Access will not be needed in the dwelling, but will need access onto the property for excavation 

work and the water for the block or for several surrounding properties may need to be shut off temporarily. 

Motion to move forward with legal action by Robinson, seconded by Fahnestock.  All in favor. 

TREASURER’S REPORT –  

1. Delinquent accounts – There is $74,135.20 outstanding on accounts more than 60 days past due. 

2. Glace bills – Max Stoner from Glace has given the Water Authority a deadline of Sept 22nd to resolve the 

payment status on outstanding invoices or legal action will be pursued.  A meeting will be scheduled with him to 

discuss the validity of the outstanding invoices.  Hasemeier and Miller are being paid to figure out things that he 

should have done and details of the operation that should be in the files.  Additionally, Stoner has plant 

paperwork that should be given to the Water Authority before any money is paid to Glace.   

3. Savings Account for loan payments – The Water Authority has a current PLIGIT account that may be used for 

loan payments.  The account was updated to PLIGIT’s prime rate of 1.13%. 

Moved by Fahnestock, seconded by Robinson to approve Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Moved by Robinson, seconded by McNaughton to approve August bills.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Moved by McNaughton, seconded by Robinson to approve the Adjustment Report.  Motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – moved by Fahnestock, seconded by McNaughton to approve August 7, 2017 regular meeting 

minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS –  

1. Water Operator position – Miller has received nine applications and conducted one interview today.  He will 

schedule the remaining interviews and provide 2 or 3 names for the Board to review for a second interview. 

2. 2016 audit – Still in progress. 

3. Millworks Project – Letter of service – Miller has provided a letter to them, which they rejected as being too 

general.  Miller believes the letter should only state that the Water Authority will provide water service, but will 

work on another version of the letter. 

NEW BUSINESS – 



1. Individual account issues – Miller asked whether the Board would have interest in delegating responsibility for 

decisions on individual account issues to staff.  The Board agreed such decisions may be made by Miller and 

staff, except for changes in the number of EDU’s billed per property.  A letter will be sent Daydreams Salon 

informing the owners that the property will be billed for two EDU’s.  After inspection it was discovered that the 

property has an apartment and a commercial space.  The owner of the properties at 135 S Fifth St has requested 

that the EDU’s be dropped from four to two, because not all of the spaces are being used.  The Magistrate’s 

Office, the Literacy Council, an empty space and a space across the road that was the call center are all part of 

the property in question.  Nothing has changed to affect the EDU’s so the board has agreed that the property 

will remain billable for four EDU’s. 

2. Sewer Agreement – The draft of an agreement between the Water and Sewer Authorities was provided in the 

Board packet.   Frownfelter expressed concern with item #7 since water is not discharged into the sewer system.  

The line was cut so that the water that goes to the chlorinator does not go into the sewer system.  There is an 

emergency overflow in case the pumps fail, but this has only happened once in five years.   Item #2 specifies the 

ability of the Sewer Authority to edit account information.  The Board agrees that no one besides the Water 

Authority secretary and a backup should have the authorization to edit customer accounts.  

3. 2018 Budget – A mid-month meeting is scheduled for September 19th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the budget. 

BOARD COMMENTS – 

1. Fahnestock wants to split the water lines at his 4th street property between the property and the curb stop.  The 

Rules and Regulations require the separation to occur at the water main, which at this property would require 

work on the state road.  Since work on the state road would be prohibitively expensive, the Board agreed to 

allow an exception for the separation of these properties. 

ADJOURNMENT – Fahnestock moved, seconded by Robinson to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 P.M.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Debra Kunish 

Recording Secretary 


