
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWPORT BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 7, 2016 

 

 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT – Penny Frownfelter, Jerry Robinson, John McNaughton and Harry Fahnestock 

 

OTHERS PRESENT – Adam Britcher (Solicitor), Robert Hasemeier (Engineer) and Dean Miller (Operations Manager) 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER – by Chairwoman Penny Frownfelter at 7:08 P.M. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT    

 

1. Jill Hoover told the board that proof of insurance is required for any maintenance or deliveries near the playground in Oliver 

Township. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT –  

 

1. NPDES permit termination for Well #1 was submitted to PADEP on June 17, 2016.  The NOV cannot be removed but 

payment is not required. 

2. Miller and Hasemeier reviewed discharge from Well #10, will prepare a NPDES discharge permit for the backflush water 

that discharges into the ditch. 

3. Tapping fees proposal has not been prepared, needed the 1980’s tapping fee documents.  Board needs to understand Act 57, 

passed in 2003, requires that anybody with a tapping fee has two years to go through an analysis, a demonstration that the 

tapping fees comply with a transition period, and documentation.  Hasemeier will add to the proposal that the documentation 

is to be prepared to recapture lost information, if the Board is in agreement.  All agree. 

4. Mark Bruening received a call from the DEP inquiring about the Water Authority’s plan for repairing the Howe Township 

dam on the Mitchell Gap Reservoir, options include turning over the asset to the Township, repairing or decommissioning the 

dam, or finding a buyer.  DEP believes the dam is owned by the Borough, Britcher has a file that shows the Water Authority 

does own the dam. Hasemeier will let them know options are being reviewed, that the dam does belong to the Water 

Authority and will set one year as the timeline to finalize any decision by the Board.  The Board is in agreement that the dam 

is not an asset to the Water Authority and would like to know what is the Authority’s responsibility if the dam is breached 

and what the dam would sell for to a private buyer. 

5. The Water Authority received a construction permit from DEP in April for bulk water and the permit is typically good for 12 

months.  Based on the Board’s previous discussion, the issue was tabled due to a lack of funds, since we do not want to let 

the permit expire, Hasemeier will notify them. 

                       

OPERATIONAL REPORT –  

 

1. In regards to the permit for Well #1, Miller continues to submit monthly reports signifying that there is no discharge, so the 

permit is officially terminated.  

2. Update on Fickes Lane, weekly flushing continues. 

3. Six new meters have been installed for a pilot program, the meters have been read once remotely.  A leak was detected at one 

location and that leak was verified manually. 

4. Miller was at Well #10 with Hasemeier to look at a potential application for a NPS permit for discharge from that location.  It 

is no longer permissible to send backwash back through the filtration system. 

5. The Consumer Confidence report has been placed on the Water Authority website, the URL has been placed on second 

quarter utility bills so customers can view the report, and has been posted at several public locations in the service area; 

certification has been submitted to DEP to that effect.  Frownfelter stated that hard copies have been mailed to customers 

upon request. 

6. Miller is continuing to identify sites for lead and copper sampling.  The Water Authority has been on reduced monitoring, 

which is every three years.  The last sampling was in 2013 and must be done again between June and September of 2016. 

7. Continuing to address matter at Wells #1, #10 and #14 based on the DEP inspection and meeting. 



8. There was a main break today on Morton Drive in Oliver Township.  As of 5:35 p.m. service was restored to the fifty 

customers who were without water service for most of the day.  There is a boil water advisory that has been provided to the 

customers and they must continue to boil their water until there has been two consecutive days of bacteria free water.  As a 

result of the break, the main was shut down, an emergency permit was received from Oliver Township and the DEP was 

notified within one hour.  Follow up – The boil water notice was lifted on July 10, 2016 at 1:31 P.M. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT –  

 

1. Jill Hoover sent a template of the certified letter that Oliver Township uses to Britcher, he will compare to the template that 

the Water Authority uses and respond with suggestions. 

2. Leins will be in place by July 22nd, customers are billed and then given 30 days to pay.  Frownfelter noted that there were two 

properties in Oliver Township with a shut-off request that we were physically unable to shut off without significant work and 

expense.  One is on Fickes Lane and one is on Bloomfield Avenue.  Rules and Regulations will be reviewed to identify the 

appropriate course of action. 

3. Fifty accounts were identified as seriously past due.  Phone calls were made and in many cases payment was received or a 

payment plan was set in place.  Thirty certified letters were mailed this week to customers with whom we were unable to 

resolve the past due amount. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – 

 

1. June bills were printed and need to be approved.  If needed, there will be a mid-July meeting to discuss unpaid bills. 

2. The cash balance as of the first of June was $89,229.93, with deposits and interest there was $113,075.38, after loan 

payments, payroll and invoices the balance was $32,343.87. 

3. The Bond Reserve had a balance of $35,380.74 at the end of May, $35,000 of that was used at the end of June to pay the 

bond, leaving a balance of $380.74. 

4. The Mifflintown credit card account had $11,607.91 at the end of May. 

5. The account at PNC was closed. 

 

Moved by McNaughton, seconded by Robinson to approve Treasurer’s report.  Motion carried unanimously. 

                                                                                       

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Moved by Robinson, seconded by McNaughton to approve May 18, 2016 mid-month meeting and 

June 6, 2016 regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

                                                          

OLD BUSINESS – 

 

1. Letters went out for the new rate structure, our last quarterly bills went out the end of June, customer response was both 

positive and negative, mostly positive. 

2. Diversified Technology will build a custom system to estimate monthly and reconcile at the end of the quarter.  The majority 

of customers pay the same amount every quarter, however individual accounts can be adjusted if the estimate appears 

incorrect.  Monthly billing will help with cash flow; however, the cash issues are associated with the DEP mandate to make 

changes to the plant at a cost exceeding $200,000.  It was a capital project but there was not time to seek funding, so money 

was taken out of the operating budget.  By November 15, 2016 the bond reserve must be back to $100,000, so the Water 

Authority is seeking financing to resolve cash flow issues.  There is currently $192,000 in outstanding bills, which does not 

include money owed to sewer. 

3. Not ready to adopt Rules and Regulations tonight, an electronic copy will be sent to Hasemeier for review and Robinson is 

still reviewing. 

4. Audit is not completed, sent additional documents, however there is still no timeline for completion.  Other municipalities are 

having trouble receiving a “clean audit” which affects borrowing rates.  Hasemeier suggested changing to an audit firm that 

has been recommended.  Need to switch firms before we start the mid-year audit that will include the time period up to the 

date of Diana McPherson’s departure from the Secretary position on 5/5/16.  Frownfelter will contact the recommended firm 

for information. 

5. Josh at North Country was asked for an estimate for the landscaping at PRV.  Teens from the project at the Borough will lend 

some manpower but they are unable to operate power equipment, so possibly they could power wash the Water Authority 

building.  They will be available for 1 to 3 days the first of August. 

                              

 

ADJOURNMENT – Robinson moved, seconded by McNaughton to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 P.M.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Debra Kunish 

Recording Secretary 

 



 













 

 

 

 

       

 

 


